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I. Basis of the report 



1. 



S OT wie repw . 

W» regarf .o the eternal o« ^S^SSSS!9S^SSSS Stttt£St& 



Description, Pages 

1-8 

Claims, Numbers 

1-12 



as originally filed 
as originally filed 



Drawings, Sheets 

1fi2fi as originally filed 

These elements „ere available or furnished tr> this Authority in the following language: . wh,oh « 

□ the ianguage of a translation furnished for ft. pulses of me tnfernadonal search (under Rule 23.1 (b». 

□ the language of publioejion of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ 2 ZZ of a transition fumlehad for the purposes o, international preliminaty exanunadon (undo, 
Rule 55.2 and/br 55.3). 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ T 7es^ 

in the international application as filed has been furn.shed. 

O Tbt sf— tha, fte information recorded in computer readable fomt is iden,*a, tothe wuben seguence 
listing has been furnished. 
4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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5 □ This report has been established as if (some V*™™^™ " 0t be6n m8d8 ' **" ^ 
been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

... Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial app.icabi.ity 

1 The Questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non- 
" *S22) for to be industrially applicable have not been exam.ned in respect of. 

□ the entire international application, 
H claims Nos. 12 

because: 

□ the said international application, or the said claims No. relate to the following subject matter which does 
not require an international preliminary examination (specify). 

■ the description, claims or drawings — parfcu/ar , elements oeiow) or said claims Nos. 12 are so 
unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify). 

see separate sheet 

□ the claims, or said claims Nos. are so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 
could be formed. 

□ no international search report has been established for the said claims Nos. 
Instructions: 

□ the written form has not been furnished or does not comply with the Standard. 

□ the computer readable form has not been furnished or does not comply with the Standard. 

IV. Lack of unity of invention 

1 . In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees, the applicant has: 

□ restricted the claims. 
S paid additional fees. 

□ paid additional fees under protest. 

□ neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 

2 □ This Authority found that the requirement of unity of invention is not complied with and chose, acceding to 

Bute 68.1?not to invite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 
3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3 
is 
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□ complied with. 

S not complied with for the following reasons: 
see separate sheet 

4 Consequently, the following parts of the international application were the subject of Internationa, preliminary 
examination in establishing this report: 

H all parts. 

□ the parts relating to claims Nos. . 

V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: 


Claims 


2-7, 9-11 


No: 


Claims 


1.8 


Yes: 


Claims 




No: 


Claims 


1-11 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-11 


No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Section III: 

The subject-matter of claim 1 2 is defined relying on references to the drawings (Rule 6.2 
(a) PCT). 



Section IV: 

The present set of claims includes two apparatus claims: 

- claim 1 relates to a device for supplying and orienting single articles having a special 
form. 

- claim 8 relates to a vertical form-fill-seal machine. 

All special features of claim 1 relate to specific structural characteristics of said device. 
tL sub ec matter of claim 8 does not include any of said specific structural charactenst.cs 
TtX^Ctota* 1 and 8 donl share any "special technical feature" nor any 
M special technica. feature" withing the meaning of Rule 1 3 1 ^The^fore 
these two claims are not so linked as to form a single inventive concept (Rule 13.1 PCT). 

independently from the lack of novelty of claim 1 (see Section V, below) it can be 
concluded that the present application comprises two inventions: 

Device for supplying and orienting single articles 
Vertical form-fill-seal machine 



Invention 1 : 
Invention 2: 



claims 1-7, 11 
claims 8-10 



Section V: 

1). Relevant documents 

Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1: US-A-4 024 058 

D2: EP-A-0 273 570 

The present application does not meet all the criteria listed in Article 33 (1) PCT, because 
the subject-maLr of independent claim 1 is not new within the meaning of Article 33 (2) 
PCT. 
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2 1) Document D1 discloses a device for supplying single articles (s. [21]) provided with 
a head and stick, such as lollipops, to be packed (s. description: column 1 , lines 11-12) ,n 
bags, comprising 

- a suddIv station (s. [22]) for the articles in a disorderly flow, 

- a Saltation [s. [19] or [3]) tor disoharge of me articles in an orderly flow for farther 
processing or treatment in the packaging process (s. description: column 1, Irnes 7-11) 
P a distribution disc (s. [8]) connecting to the supply station and ^ £ 
having a series of holes (s. [9]) at its circumference for accommodate of the heads of the 

2trticl©s 

m «*n* for uraina (s M41+M5M16]) the heads of the articles in the holes, 
". means o Sng down (s. [17^8] and descripflon: column 2, lines 49-51) ,he sticks 
oHhe articles me heads of which have been accommodated In the holes, dunng the 
movement of the distribution disc from the supply station to the discharge station, 

- the holes being vertically continuous (s. Fig.3) and .... 

- The means for keeping down being absent at the location of the d,scharge station (s. 
ri71+n81 and description: column 2, lines 23-25), 

the discharge station (s. [3]) being placed vertically underneath the d,stnbut,on d,sc (s. 

Fig.3). 

Document D1 discloses therefore all the features of claim 1 (Article 33 (2) PCT). 

3) Dependent claims 2-7 m 
The combination of the known supplying device with a known vert.cal FFS machine is 
obvious to the person skilled in the art. Therefore claims 2-7, as presentiy formulated 
show additional features, which, in combination with the features of the clams to which 
theTrefer, lead to subject-matters that are well-known in the art. Therefore they are not 
inventive within the meaning of Article 33 (3) PCT. 

Like hundreds of other documents of the IPC7 Class B65B9/10, document D2 (s abstract 
and figures) discloses a vertical form-fill-seal machine showing all the features of claim 8. 

Claim 8 is therefore certainly not new (Article 33 (2) PCT). 

5) Dependent claims 9-11 

The combination of the known supplying device with a known vertical FFS machine ms 
obvious to the person skilled in the art. Therefore claims 9-1 1 , as presenfly formulated 
show additional features, which, in combination with the features of the Cams to which 
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they refer, lead to subject-matters that are well-known in the art. Therefore they are not 
inventive within the meaning of Article 33 (3) PCT. 

The subiect-matter of claims 1-1 1 is industrially applicable (Article 33 (4) PCT). 



Farther remarks: 

. tr> „ ( n. .i 0 ft niw\ pct the features of the claims are not 

1) . Contrary to the requirements of Rule b.^D) r-o i , uie iccuu 

provided with reference signs placed in parentheses. 

~f di iio ft r> (w\ PCT claims 1 and 8 are not drafted in 

2) . Contrary to the requirements of Rule 6.J [p) i , ciewn& 

the two-part form. 

3) . Claim 1 is not clear due to the expression "vertically continuous" holes (Article 6 
PCT). 
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